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On the Narrative Irony in Contemporary Chinese Fiction

HUANG Qing
Department of Chinese Language and Literature ~ Zhejiang University ~Hangzhou 310028  China

Abstract The narrative irony a basic way of ironical discourse aims at revealing the real intention of writ-
ings through the conflict of two opposites. The artistic qualities of the narrative irony in contemporary Chinese
fiction are clearly discernible from the following four perspectives 1 the irony of bantering which makes
ironic significance through the similarity of the linguistic code on the surface level and the disparity of that code
in the deep level between the bantering text and the maternal text 2 the irony of tone which produces ironic
effect through the disagreement between the tone and the content of narration and the expression of intention
3 the irony of discourse which creates ironic meaning by abusing the pragmatic rules of discourse and 4
the irony of view — point which forms the ironic implication through the difference between the unique angle
and the habitual visual angle.
Key words contemporary Chinese fiction the narrative irony the irony of bantering the irony of tone the

irony of discourse the irony of view-point
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