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An Analysis of the Special Rhetorical Function of Synonyms Used
in Records of the Historian

CHI Chang-hai
Research Center for History of Chinese Language Zhejiang University ~Hangzhou 310028 China

Abstract The special rhetorical function of synonyms used in Records of the Historian is mainly reflected in
four aspects 1 the ethic and cultural norms of the Confucian hierarchy 2 the standard consciousness of
the Western Han Dynasty 3 the trace of the development of the Pre-Qin history and 4 the local flavors
of the language and articles of historic figures.

Key words Records of the Historian synonym rhetorical function



