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“ Not p” the Original Type of What Cannot be Said
—An analysis of What Cannot be Said in Wittgenstein' s Philosophy of Logic
XU Wei-min
School of International Education Zhejiang University Hangzhou 310027 China

Abstract That which cannot be said is essentially a negation that has basically the same logic as in the proposition’ Not
P".* Not P” is the logic prototype of what cannot be said which in turn is constructed on the form and structure of Not
P’. What cannot be said therefore can be understood as' not what can be said” of which thé’ not” has a philosophical
meaning as well as a logical negation. Thi§ not” defines the logic boundary between what can be said and what cannot be
said. It is a unique means to transcend the finite and realize the infinite. It is essentially identical to Heidergger' s meta-
physics of das Nichts” .
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