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Understanding International Relations
Themes Approaches and Meanings

ZHANG Gui-hong
Department of Political Science and Administrative Management

Zhejiang University  Hangzhou 310028  China

Abstract What are international relations Why are the relations studied How are the relations analyzed
These questions require the understanding of the themes approaches and meanings of international relations.
The themes refer to international cooperation and international conflict. The studies of international relations
include international security study and international political economy. The analytic approaches to internation-
al relations comprise three levels individual State and systemic as well as four value orientations idealism
realism behaviorism and Marxism . The meanings are maintaining international security promoting world
development enhancing human rights undertaking global communications and fulfilling the modernization of
China.

Key words Studies of international relations themes approaches meanings



