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A Contrastive Analysis of Argumentative
Texts in Chinese and English

XU Li-sheng' LI Guang-cai®
1. College of Foreign Languages Zhejiang University Hangzhou 310027  China
2. Department 2 Nanjing University of International Studies Nanjing 210039 China

1966 views about the differences between the Chinese and the

English rhetorical patterns a contrastive study of argumentative texts in Chinese and English has been conduct-

ed. .

Eight Chinese and eight English argumentative texts were chosen and grouped according to the similarity

of their topics. They were analyzed and compared in thematic progression semantic cohesion as well as para-

graph development. The results of the study reveal some differences between Chinese and English in all those

aspects and at the same time suggest that rhetorical patterns in the two languages particularly in Chinese

seem to be more complicated and diversified than what Kaplan has thought.
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