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How China Bridges Digital Divide Consideration and Countermeasures

SHAO Pei-ren ZHANG Jian-kang

Institute of Communication Research —Zhejiang University ~Hangzhou 310028 China
Abstract Digital divide involves not only the problem regarding the gap between the rich and the poor
the amount of information resources as well as fund culture employment and quality of life but also
social problem regarding the capabilities of the whole country or its different regions to partake in science
and technology and the pattern of economic increase. In the age of new economy digital divide has
become another wide gap to be close in China despite the existing Three Major Distinctions between town
and country industry and agriculture and manual and mental labor.

Imbalance and unreasonableness in the development of international economy are the root cause of
the digital divide between developed and developing countries. . It would be just a modern fairy tale to
close or narrow the digital divide without establishing the new order of international politics and economy .
The differences of economic level between various classes and various regions constitute an important
cause of the digital divide of one country. Besides the emergence of digital divide within the country
involves the differences in communicative skills storage of knowledge and social contact the factors of
selective contact comprehension and recollection of information and the social factors of the nature of
mass medium.

In order to close digital divide China may adopt these concrete countermeasures 1 to set up a
correct concept effectuate related policies and close digital divide rationally 2 to take advantage of
international current policies such as competition policy and universal service policy which are to be
formulated according to the Chinese conditions and especially China’ s economic strength rather than on
enthusiasm only  learn from other countries’ successful measures such as improving network
infrastructure offering technical service enhancing citizens’ training and disseminating knowledge
about computer and network with the joint efforts by the Government and nongovernmental organizations
and take its own road in informationization 3 to join international organizations actively in closing
digital divide and strive for the establishment of the new system of international information.” Okinawa
Charters” about the global information society which was approved in 2000 at the summit meeting of
eight Western countries has played a certain positive role in closing the digital divide between the North
and the South by adopting unified measures and policies despite its intention of developing information
technology market of developing countries. So China should make good use of the positive aspects of the
charters to close the digital divide.

The digital divide reflects both the low level in China’ s applying information and network technology
and the great potentials of China’ s information product market. In this context however it has provided
the State the enterprises and the society with a good’ digital opportunity” . It deserves our attention and
research how to mobilize their enthusiasm and work closely to bridge the digital divide.
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