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On Autocratic Monarchy in the Feudal Society and the
Functional Theory of Art and Literature

DENG qiao-bin' JIAO Zhong-zhu?
1. Department of Chinese Language and Literature  Jinan University —Guangzhou 510632 China
2. Chinese Communist Party School of Nantong City Nantong Jiangsu 226007 China

Abstract Autocratic monarchy one of the important characteristics of the feudal society in China made
a decisive impact on the art and literature of the time. China’ s feudal society maintained a natural and
inseparable connection with the patriarchal clan system which played a great part in exercising autocratic
political power and in' the state and the family sharing the same hierarchy” . In this context therefore
the political type of culture would inevitably come up with the political utilitarian demand for art and
literature . . So to perform a political and educational function was a top priority for art and literature. This
function found adequate expression in all styles and forms of artistic and literary works. In addition the
underdevelopment of pure art and serious literature resulted in the loss of independent personality of
artists and writers. On the other hand the ethical centralism defined by the patriarchal conception of
" bringing the whole country under moral principles” caused moral instruction to become the content of art
and literature and the criterion of criticism. Enslaved to this system individuality was rarely found in
ancient Chinese literature in which collectivity or group-orientation was emphasized more types of
characters were created than typical characters loyalty and filial piety were superior to love and contacts
between friends appeared more often than those between opposite sex. Unlike the Western ethics that led
Westerners to regard the history of individual love as almost important as the history of individual life
ancient Chinese culture advocates making the entire nation virtuous and pursuing an official career.

Key words feudal society autocratic monarchy art and literature functional theory
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