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On Notes on Ming Poetry and Its Formation Development
and Characteristics

ZHOU Wei-de
Department of Chinese Language and Literature ~ Zhejiang University ~Hangzhou 310028  China

Abstract Mingdai shihua notes on Ming poetry was developed on the basis of classical poetry studies of
previous dynasties. It had a positive influence over the development of the Ming poetry as well as the formation
of the classical poetry studies of the following Qing Dynasty. Mingdai shihua which was in the development
stage of Zhongguo shihua notes on classical Chinese poetry  has maintained an important position in the
history of Zhongguo Shihua. The development of Mingdai shihua could be divided into three stages the early
stage the middle stage and the late stage. In the early stage Mingdai shihua focused on the® talk” of the
shihua. The middle stage saw the advocacy of the doctrine of back to the ancient style” . In the late stage
however it became the studies in which the said doctrine was criticized and entirely rejected  while individual
style and freedom were encouraged. Consequently based on the poetry studies of the previous Song and Yuan
Dynasties Ming scholars turned the comprehensive studies of Songdai shihua notes on Song poetry into the
special studies. Furthermore they developed the systematic poetics by carrying forward and enhancing the
poetry composing methods and theory of the Yuan. The historical characteristics of Mingdai shihua find
expression in such aspects as the reflection of Ming features clear purpose theoretical approach —systematic
approach and specialized studies.

Key words notes on Ming poetry notes on classical poetry of previous dynasties formation development

historical characteristics



