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and Corresponding Government Policies in the Chinese History
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Abstract; Agriculture-oriented ideology and corresponding government policies have dominated Chinese
history. As for the status of industry and commerce, especially how to deal with the relationship between
agriculture, industry and commerce, this country has gone through & development of two momentous changes,
i.e. from agriculture-oriented ideology (while realizing the benefits of industry and commerce) to the emphasis
on agriculture at the expense of industry and commerce, and then to the emphasis on all of the three. A great
oumber of historic malerials have proved that, with the entry into agricultural society, the ideology and
government policies had come mio being before the Warring-States Period, which regarded agriculture as
fundamental , industyy and commerce as inconsequential but all of the three beneficial. The ideology that
emphasized on agriculture at the expense of industry and commerce begen to take shape in the later Spring-and
-Autumn Period and came inte being in the early Warring-States Period. This ideology was put into effect in
the states of Wei, Qi and Qing. The ideclogy and corresponding policies were related to the measures taken by
the central government to keep the balance between the development of agriculture, industry and commerce. In
this way, the rulers could maintain the stability of the society and the interests of their own in the agricultural
society when confronted with the unlimited development of private industry and commerce. Following the rapid
development of industry and commerce in the Song Dynasty, another ideclogy was formed which regarded
agriculture, industry and commerce as all fundamental and equally importance. After the Opium War, the
Qing government was forced to adopt an open-door policy. The prosperity of the Western countries and the
development of the national industry and commerce had great influence on the Qing Dynasty rulers. In view of
these factors, they gradually realized the necessity of modern industry and commerce and changed their
attitudes toward them. After the Jiawu War, the ideology which regarded agriculture, industry and commerce
as equally significant, played a dominant role and has influenced this country till now.
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