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The End of the Tang Dynasty’ s Military Rule and the Beginning of
Separate Rules in the Five Dynasties Period

SHANGEN Zhi-sheng
Department of History — Zhejiang University ~Hangzhou 310028  China

Abstract The later period of the Tang dynasty has been said to be the age of political power split against
which however a counterargument has recently been stated. To give a correct answer to the questions - when

and how the Tang Dynasty started to collapse and how the new administration was established after the
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disunion it is necessary to introduce the case of Gao Pian the military commissioner of Huainan Huainan
Jiedushi in the Tang Dynasty. Gao has been recognized as a man who indulged himself in Taoism. According
to Guiyuan Bigengji written by Cui Zhiyuan however what Gao Pian did in Huainan was to
actually carry out a sort of reform. His army group was composed of veteran generals and other officers who had
guarded the western frontier. His failure to capture Huang Chao the leader of the peasant uprising caused the
fall of the capital. Meanwhile his group also failed to function as before.

The purpose of Gao’ s reform was to achieve independence from the Tang Dynasty that was then in a
critical condition of military rule and financial collapse. Those leading the reform were the group headed by the
Taoist magician Lu Yongzhi. They were characteristic of businessmen in the low class and related to salt
monopoly around Yangzhou. What caused the failure of the reform were the conflicts going on among various
prefectures at that time. These conflicts came to become a political subject for various regional political forces
during the Five Dynasties period.

Key words Gao Pian Lu Yongzhi military commissioner of Huainan Huainan Jiedushi  separate rules
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