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One Event Three Facts
Raimon Panikkar’ s Reflection on Cross-Cultural Identity

SI Zhu
Institute of Foreign Philosophy Zhejiang University ~Hangzhou 310028  China

Abstract The issue of identity is a new question as well as an important one in the contemporary multi-
religion and multi-culture world. The novelty of this problem consists in a possible cross-cultural identity or
multi-religious identity. Raimon Panikkar an important thinker in contemporary world approaches this
possibility with his rich experiences spanning across multiple traditions.

He begins his research with a discussion of the question "what is identity " Making a distinction between
label and name he holds that identity is a name not a label. Labels are univocal. They have only a single
referent. Names have a much larger flexibility. They are polysemic. The polysemy of identity as a name mainly
consists in one’ s self-identification ~which is related with the way we think of identity. In a way the
confirmation of an identity is an endless process. At present our understanding of a certain identity faces a
mutation.

Panikkar puts forward his own opinion about the definition of cross-cultural identity or multi-religious
identity following his understanding of pluralism. To view multi-religious identity as a compound identity in
the eyes of Panikkar is an understanding resulting from a kind of eclecticism which is precisely what he
opposes himself. Instead He would like to confirm a kind of multi-religious identity in this sense "What we
have is a personal religiousness which may have integrated more or less harmoniously the tenets of several
religious traditions. ”

But how can this become possible Panikkar suggests that today multi-religious identity "means a triple
fact a historical newness a metaphysical challenge and a religious mutation”. This statement reveals the
actual implications of multi-religious identity on three different levels the social-institutional the cultural-
doctrinal and the mystical-existential levels.

First on the social-institutional level Panikkar points out that traditional religious institutions are not
adequate to provide one’ s multi-religious identity. Here the problem of identity faces "a historical newness”.
According to Panikkar we must live out our new and real religious identity from within our own tradition by
basing ourselves on the tradition we happened to be born into on the one hand and by breaking in the new
spirits of our time the self-closeness self-sufficiency and exclusiveness of other traditions on the other .

While we need transform and be transformed on the social-institutional level on the cultural-doctrinal
level we also need a certain change through a new interpretation of the different doctrines or a convert of our
own attitude. Panikkar stresses upon the change of our own attitude and regards it as a result from "a
metaphysical challenge” which consists in a recognition of the limitation of intellect itself.

Finally on the mystical-existential level Panikkar reminds us that here we may face "a religious
mutation”. He believes that we need a growth a growth beginning within our own tradition. It' s a dynamic of
faith itself which discloses another religious world in one’ s neighbor that we can neither ignore nor brush
aside but must try to take up integrate into our own.

Key words cross-cultural identity multi-religious identity pluralism



