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Governing for the Benefit of People
A New Transcendence of the "People-oriented” Thingking
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Abstract The essence of the Theory of "Three Represents” is that the CPC should dedicate itself to the
interests of the public and govern for the benefit of people. Speaking of "governing for the benefit of people”
some people naturally associate it with another stream of thought in China known as "people-oriented” thinking
or "populism” min ben . from the days of Meng Zi  Mencius to those of Huang Zong-xi Lizhou
this extended cultural ideology had been invoked by leaders and thinkers alike to protect their people
from being wronged by tyrants and rulers who betrayed the mandate of heaven and maltreated the people.
Although the idea of "governing for the benefit of people” resembles in some respects the "people-oriented”

thinking in reality these two ideas are entirely distinct from each other. In order to comprehend the full
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meaning of " governing for the benefit of people” it is necessary to compare it with the "people-oriented ”
thinking which as a kind of accumulation of Chinese political tradition over thousands of years has its
limitation in modern times. "Governing for the benefit of people” as a new governing principle of the CPC
through the new phase of history is essentially different from the "people-oriented” thinking and transcends it
in at least four aspects. Firstly "governing for the benefit of people” means that the benefit of people is the
fundamental intention of governing rather than being the instrument of governing. Secondly "governing for the
benefit of people” is the collective efforts of the CPC  rather than any individual endeavor. Thirdly "governing
for the benefit of people” is the most important political system set by the CPC for many years rather than a
kind of virtuous principle. And fourthly "governing for the benefit of people” means government of the people
by the people and for the people rather than only keeping the people under control of the governor.

Key words governing for the benefit of people people-oriented thinking transcendence
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