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Why Letting the People Be Themselves and Coordinating Them is the Basic
Principle for Our Definition of the Role of Government

WANG Cheng-liang
Management School ~ Zhejiang University ~Hangzhou 310027  China

Abstract The clear distinction between "what government is” and "what government should be” is the basis in
the definition of the role of government. In fact government is a monopolistic organization of violence in the
society which has a natural tendency to infringe upon the rights and liberties of people. As a result of the
reason and self-interest of the bandits and demos the form and continued existence of government have a deep
logic of collective action. The development of civilization and history require that government be the tool for the
welfare of all social members not a tool by which some people plunder the others that government be
constructed based on the modern ideas such as social contract and so on. The practical experience of Reform
and Open to the outside world the theory about the use of knowledge in society and the need of the
development of realities all require that we follow the principle of ”letting the people be themselves and
coordinating them justly”. The effective measures for government to realize its role lie in protecting people’ s
right respecting people’ s will thinking much for people’ s livelihood inspiring people’ s potential and
exploiting people’ s mind. The key for the people to be themselves is to build a mechanism through which
government and people can effect each other well. The revival of the thought of "letting people be themselves”
will bring China a bright future.

Key words government definition of the role regard the people as the foundation let the people be

themselves  coordinate justly



