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The Features and Causes of the Merchants Srikes in Tianjin and Shanghai
in the Nanjing Decade

ZHOU Shi-feng, JIN Pu-sen
( Department o History , Zhgiang University , Hangzhou 310028 , China)

Abgtract : The merchants'  grikes in the decade (1927 —1937) took on some nore diginctive features than
before.

The mercharts in Tianjin wert on grikes &ter the Jinan Massacre to object the Organization of Red gance
Againg Jgpan and demand that the nation-saving fund be reduced or even abograted. They resumed their
bud ness soon &ter their demand was met. While &ter the September 18th Incident , the gudents proposal of
a dopkeepers’ drike in Shanghai againg the aggresson was reected because of the merchants grong
objection. Neverthdess the merchants in Shanghai were forced to hold strikes under the goecia circumgtances of
the war dter the December 8th Incident. But oon they returned to normal ot only for their own interess but
a o for the resdents life in Shanghai and even the finacia order in China.

Such being the case, one reaon isthat the strikes were banned by the government of KMT and the other
isthat the CPCwagsn' t able to conduct propaganda and agitation for its being oppressed. Infact , the merchants
had to condder their own interegs though they had the same nationai g fedlings as their fellow countryman. In
ooncluson lagly whether they hold grikes or they hold the srikes postively or passvely can' t be the criteria
o the merchants nationaism.
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