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On the Influence of Ding Shaoyi' s View on Tan Xian' s
Interpretive Theory of Ci-Poetry

LI Jian-liang
Department of Chinese Language and Literature Zhejiang University of Technology Hangzhou 310032 China

Abstract Many valuable theoretical viewpoints were proposed in the history of Chinese ci-poetry. A famous
one among them is developed by Tan Xian 1832-1901  a Qing Dynasty specialist in ci-poetry. In his
monograph on ci-poetry entitled Futang Ciluxu c¢.1882  he argued "Since the author’ s motive is supposed
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not to be so why can’ t readers’ understanding be like that "

This viewpoint emphasizes the important position of readers. According to Tan Xian readers’
understanding of Song ci-poems can go beyond the significance the poet conveys. A ci-poem is not the simple
statement of its meaning but the description of concrete experience. lIts significance needs to be created and
enriched via the image or symbolic meaning itself. As there is some similarity between Tan’ s view and the
reader-response theory of the West the view has been widely quoted in many monographs and papers bringing
about great influence over the field of ci-poetry research and literary theory research. For long therefore Tan
Xian has naturally been referred to as none other than the originator of this Chinese reader-response.

In fact however Tan Xian' s view was developed from Ding Shaoyi another ci-poetry researcher of the
Qing Dynasty who initiated the view in his Ting Qiushengguan Cihua ¢.1869  a monograph on ci-poetry
that "since the author’ s motive is supposed not to be so readers may as well understand like that.” To support
the argument three reasons are given as follows

1 Ding s view was initiated in 1869 13 years earlier than the 1882 when Tan proposed his view.

2 Tan did use Ding’ s theoretical ideas and other data in the latter’ s Ting Qiushengguan Cihua for
reference as recorded in his own Futang Diary.

3 Ding’ s theory based on a fairly complete and adequate rationale was formed in his concrete literary
criticism. But Tan’ s view was just a conclusion without any argumentation.

The above fact has been neglected in the past research. It is essential to clarify this point for the correct
understanding of the history of Chinese theory on ci-poetry.
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