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The Production of Esthetic Value
Du Shuying
(Institute of Literature, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing 100732, China)

Abstract : Esthetic activities are divided into two basic types: productive and consumptiveones. In
the former type, the production and propagation of esthetic value predominates, while in the
latter the consumption does. Productive esthetic activities contain subordinate and dominant
productive esthetic activities. In the subordinate ones, the production of esthetic value is
secondary and dependent on the dominant value production activities; thusit serves the former.
All spiritual practice activities and spiritual cognitive activities, with the exception of artistic
creation, contain subordinate productive activities of esthetic value. In dominant productive
esthetic activities, the production of esthetic value is decisve for the production of other values,
which are determined by it. All kinds of artistic creation are dominant productive activities of
esthetic value. All esthetic activities, whether productive or consumptive, follow some common
rules, especialy "rule of beauty’. Due to divergent esthetic subjects, and varied esthetic objects,
any production process of esthetic value is unique. The forms of production of esthetic val ue boil
down to sublime, graceful , tragic and comic ones.
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