38 1 ( ) Vol.38, No.1
2008 1 Journal of Zhejiang Univer sity( Humanitiesand Social Sciences) Jan. 2008

11 7 t?

( , 310027)

Is Aobal Green Governance Possible ?

Green Justice and Overcoming the Dilemma of Ecological Security
Yu Xiaofeng, Wang Jiangli

(College of Public Administration, Zhejiang University, Hangzhou 310027, China)
Abgtract : Ecological security is fundamental for human existence and development. " Green
justice' is the base of eco-security maintenance, which determines what is to be protected, who
would play the key rolein this process, and what the protection mechanisms are. Furthermore,
"green justicd' is an idea that promotes peacef ul coexistence with nature and government policies
conducive to protecting the environment.

Green justice promotes changes on two important dimensions: from " national” to " global”
level , and from "anthropocentric’ perspective to "coexistence with nonhuman species’. These two
trandormations, in turn, create two conflicts: between development and security , and between
national development and global security. The concern over national sovereignty has become the
main obstacle to promoting global green governance. In a sense, a country might either not care
about global green existence outside of its territorial boundaries, or it might not have the ability
or resources to promote green politics.
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Two dimensions of social justice: "distribution justice’ and "participation justicé' , are useful
in addressng this conflict of interest. The former stresses how to distribute profits and costs by
means of institutions, while the latter emphasizes who will participate and benefit from the
practices of green existence.

Construction of international institutions and establishment of appropriate regulations are
key to establishing the global green existence. These international institutions are divided into
two types: inter-governmental organizations connected to the United Nations, and
inter-nongovernmental organization, such as Green Peace.

However , the domestic and international political frameworks limit the scope of the "green
existence'. Thus, to undertake global green governance effectively, we should persist on
cultivating "eco-security culture’ with "green justicé' principles, while promoting and practicing
"green politics' , "green economics’ and environmental-friendly daily existence, both domestically
and internationally.
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