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An Autonomy Reflection on Communication Research
Wu Fei
(Institute of Journalism . Zhejiang University s Hangzhou 310028 , China)

Abstract: In the era of highlighted instrumental rationality and technological rationality , the
research of the humanities and social sciences has been in a relatively indigent situation with a lack
of academic autonomy , and the space of academic research also tends to be hampered by more and
more other forces . Communication as a marginal field of study seems particularly anxious because
its identity has long been unacknowledged by the academia, thus the relevant academic rethinking
has never stopped. The construction of communication theories is a consequence of the
interactions among complex social network forces. The constraints not only come from the
disciplines and temptations of political and economic power, but also from the growing
bureaucracy and the struggles of position and power in the academic field, and even from the
resistance and disesteem of other disciplines. The long-term marginal academic status dampens
the autonomy of communication research gravely . To step out of the crisis, scholars must carry
out autonomy reflections, break the barriers between disciplines, pay attention to the

reconstruction of concepts, face directly the plight and suffering of the human society , and strive
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to reveal and construct knowledge-consistent theoretical systems with humanistic solicitude .

Key words : communication science ; sociology of knowledge ; autonomy ; academy
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