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Arche: Platonism and the Demise of Politics

Lang Youxing Da Yang
(School of Public Af fairs, Zhejiang University » Hangzhou 310058, China)

Abstract: We are living in an age whose foundation has been obscured. The affluence of the
gratified world has been thrown into the darkness by das Gestell der Technik. Men, as well as
the age, have been uprooted. It is a suspended age, an age which has been dissolved by the
extension of scientism, rational calculation and hedonism so that no one can touch and feel the
real world. In the desert of modernity, focusing on the input and output of interest, politics has
transformed into housecraft and shapes our life as economics and statistics do. It has been reduced
to an administration technology. However, in Greece where it was born, politics was a great
platform for opinions to be raised and spread, and for us, the mortal human being, to win virtue
and honor by being ourselves and to be bathed in the glory of the gods. Modern politics is more
easily subjected to and dependent on some kind of businessman’s logic and numbers, and in the

sense of morality and politics, we live in a dwarfed age, namely a fundamentalism of
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Machiavellism. How did this situation come into existence? How did our great political tradition
fade away? In this paper, the authors will give some tentative explanations to these questions by
focusing on the role The Theory of Forms played in the fall of the public sphere and in the rise of
science and technology.

In the first section, with reference to the comments on The Theory of Forms given by
Hannah Arendt, the authors will describe the process of the demise of the public sphere and
discuss its consequence. In section |l , against the background of modern politics being reined by
the paradigms of scientism and economics, the authors will take Heidegger’s thought of das
Gestell der Technik and its connection to Platonism as the starting point and discuss the
relationship between The Theory of Forms and the origin of modern politics. Moreover, as a
student of Heidegger, Hannah Arendt, just like her teacher, emphasized the influence The
Theory of Forms had on , and the consequence of the deviation from the ancient Greek political
tradition.

We begin with the discussion about Arendt’s theory of the public sphere. Although Arendt
also commented on the harm of the technological mode of thinking on politics, the core of her
political theory is communicative action and public sphere. Her interpretation of Aristotle’s
description and definition of politics in polis distinguished the public sphere from the private
sphere and the influences of technology and action on politics, thus revitalizing Aristotle’s ideas in
practice. According to Hannah Arendt, our understanding of the origin and nature of politics is
related to the memory of the life in polis, where people enjoying liberty and equality walked out
of the private sphere into the public sphere, communicated their ideas and discussed public affairs
in the public sphere. Because of this, human beings are different from other animals. As the
diversity of public opinions leads to different actions, we need a sphere where different ideas are
guaranteed access and judgement by other people. This is what a truly political life should be
like. On the base of Arendt’s comments on the tradition of western classic politics, Arendt’s
thought of action and liberty and the complexity of human action will be illustrated. The
statement "It is men, not Man who live on this earth” indicates that people who are equal and
different come together and form a public sphere, revealing the nature of the living world. Thus,
the plurality and worldness of Arendt can be seen as a background against which action and public
sphere exist. In this way, the unity of action and the public sphere can be proved, supporting
Aristotle’s famous ontological definition that we are creatures of politics by nature.

In the second section, the authors illustrate the connection between the mathematics in
Platonism and the modern scientific experiment. Based on Heidegger’s thoughts on mathematics
and his deconstruction of the essence of technology, the authors will explore the modern path of
the digitization and scientization of politics. Politics has been wrapped into metaphysics since
Platonism, which results in ”thinking for politic” instead of ”thinking politics as politic.” By
answering the above questions, this paper discusses the reasons why politics has been obscured in
the history of metaphysics.

Key words: Platonism; eidos; public sphere; political philosophy; technological sciences
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