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Human Nature’s Decay and Expectation
~——On Writer Shen Congwen’s Local Flavour Stories
ZHENG Hongwei
( President Office, Zhejiang University, Hangzhou 310027, China)
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Abstract ; Against a setting of regional civilization in the southem parts of China, Shen Congwen’ s voluminous literary works are con-
cemned with the local customs of frontier small towns as well as the history, the way of life and other social practices of Westem Hunan;
his stories bring to light the eternal paradox that historical evolution and human ethics should always run counter to each other, provid-
ing an annotation to the never — ending process of history and the dignity of human life.
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