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A Critique of Ye Shijs Ideas on Tao And Qi And His Knowledge of the Mind
LI Ming-you
£7 Department of Philosophy£~Zhejiang UniversityE-Hangzhou 310028£-China£0

AbstractEAmong the Zhejiang School philosophersE-Ye Shi was one who systematically criticized the Chen-Zhu School of Confucian-
ism. The description he offered on the relation between Tao and Qi was more systematical than that put forward by Xie Jibing and Chen
Liang. He believed that Tao and Qi was a unity based on the Qi or the physical existence of the world rather than on the Tao. It is sig-
nificant that his materialistic idea of j& Being both of the interior and the exteriorjiiwas proposed at a time when empirical knowledge
was denounced by the Southern Song Confucianism and when introspective ideological empiricism ran wild. Ye also gave a criticism of
the Chen-Zhu School of Confucianism in terms of its canonicityE-methodology and development.
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