31 4 Vol.31 No.4

2001 7 Journal of Zhejiang University Humanities and Social Sciences Jul. 2001
11 N
310028
D815 A 1008 — 942X 2001 04 — 0147 - 07

Pro-American and Returning to Asia” Japan' s Asian-Pacific
Strategic Choice in the Post-Cold-War Era
GAN Feng
Department of Politics and Administrative Management ~ Zhejiang University ~Hangzhou 310028  China

Abstract Japan' s Asian outlook was always caught up in a dilemma between a deviation from and a returning to Asia. With the end
of the cold war it is now switched toward &' pro-American and returning to Asia” strategy. A pragmatic strategic equilibrium theory
underlies the new definition of the US-Japan defense alliance. The liberal system theory provides a framework for the establishment of
the US-Japan economic alliance and free-trade relations. Japan’ s Asia-centered diplomatic policy betrays its intention to be the leader
of this part of the world. This policy is supported by both of Japan' s conservative and reform parties which share the same value ori-
entations aimed at the nation’ s economic gains.
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