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Life Cycle of Electronic Records
HE Jia-sun
Department of History —Zhejiang University ~Hangzhou 310028  China
Abstract The theory of the life cycle of electronic records is fundamental to the management of electronic records. It involves the
whole process and the different factors affecting all the phases of the record movement. The Electronic Records Commission of ICA de-
fines the life cycle in three phases based on management activities rather than on the movement of the records themselves. This essay
however proposes a different definition of the phases of movement in terms of the value variation of the records themselves in their
movement a definition which brings the cycle of electronic records and that of conventional records into consistency. This definition
has actually existed in China in the form of & four-phase division” which nevertheless needs to be redefined in the new theoretical

framework .
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