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Folklore in Xu Xiake' s Zhejiang Travel Notes
LU Hong-nian
Department of Chinese Language and Literature ~ Zhejiang University ~Hangzhou 310028  China
Abstract Xu Xiake' s Travel Notes kas always been regarded as a unique literary and geographic book. Xu toured Zhejiang seven
times as his most favorite place. His Zhejiang Travel Notes written on his seventh journey in 1636 makes up an important part in his
Travel Notes. It records many of the local folklore and customs in very exact and meaningful albeit simple descriptions which reveal to
us the social and cultural life of his contemporary local inhabitants in this part of China. The study of his Notes may therefore be help-
ful with a better understanding of life and a promotion of the tourist industry in this province.
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