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Gains and Losses Realism in the New Poetry Before the Cultural Revolution
LUO Han-chao' ZHANG Li-ping®
1. Department of International Cultural Studies 2. Graduate School —Zhejiang University ~Hangzhou 310027  China
Abstract During the 17 years before the Cultural Revolution realism in the New Poetry followed the theoretical principle of must-
be-this-way” . This ideological guideline prescribed to literary realism promoted realistic poetry writing to an unprecedented level . The
extreme leftist ideology however directed this genre of artistic creation to the point of becoming an effective discourse for the political
authority. This fall of poetic impersonalization into utilitarian conceptualization degraded realism to a mere non-creative formula.
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