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A Brief Discussion of Bi Hui”- Avoiding a Taboo”

HE Zhong-li
Department of History Zhejiang University Hangzhou 310028 China

Abstract There were various forms of taboos ”ji hui” in ancient China among which’ Bi Hui"- avoiding a
taboo on the given names of emperors or one’ s elders was the most popular and serious one.” Bi Hui" origi-
nated from the Western Zhou Dynasty under which its rules were flexible. For example it was not forbidden
to mention either of the two-character given name of emperors or one’ s elders. It was also allowed to call a ho-
monymous name. In addition “ Bi Hui” was unnecessary in poems unless it was about the deceased. Since the
Qin and Han Dynasties however the rules of Bi Hui" had gradually become less and less flexible. ” Bi Hui”
began to apply even to those still alive and those with two-character Chinese names it was required both ver-
bally and in written form. Moreover people even couldn’ t have the same given names as their fathers and
grandfathers. There were at least seven ways to achieve’ Bi Hui” such as' changing a character”” leaving a
character blank” and’ missing one stroke of a Chinese character” . Tt is true thal Bi Hui" has caused confu-
sion to the recording of ancient Chinese books and inconvenience to the study of historical materials but one
will be able to apply its principle to appraising the authenticity of those books and materials if one has a good
grasp of it. In this regard studying Bi Hui" is of some significance to the research on ancient Chinese history
and compilation of ancient Chinese books.

Key words Bi Hui-avoiding a taboo studies of Chinese taboos historical materials discerning historical ma-

terials  compilation of ancient Chinese books



