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The Division II Medial and the Amount of Vowels in Middle Chinese

HUANG Xiao-shan
Research Center for History of Chinese Language Zhejiang University Hangzhou 310028 China

Abstract The division II finals in the Archaic Chinese have the consonant clusters with the liquid -1- or -r-

which did not emerge behind the initials in the Middle Chinese phonology systems reconstructed by most schol-

ars.

A considerable amount of evidences have proved that the liquid did not simply vanish in the Middle Chi-

nese and a certain kind of medial must have remained in the division II finals in the Middle Chinese. If the

division II medial presumably exists the vowel system in the Middle Chinese should be a seven vowels system.

Key words Middle Chinese historical phonology division II medial amount of vowels



