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trope

vehicle

interaction theory

Mark Johnson

human nature

generalization

2001 -03-26
1959 -

tensor

1 p.319

common character

common notion

George Lakoff
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dark horse 3 p.66
bad egg 3 p.12
daydream 4 p.73
have a good stomach 5 p.345
the
principle of common knowledge
semantic category
1.
monkey a wolf in
sheep’ s clothing glass crys-
tal
2.
anemia fox pig nail
3.
alley big mouth
cock get rusty
4. pour oil on fire
like a dagger thrusting through one’ s heart
5. gild the lily
miss the bus drop the ball
rob Peter to pay Paul Peter Paul
6.
sunset
a cloud of gloom snow
7.
old hand baby

walk on the knife’ s edge

ping wears the stone

red blue

green gray

constant drop-

to fish in troubled waters

yellow

rose-colored
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9.
Don Juan' s life

10. 1815

11.

coals to Newcastle

take a French leave

clock

as fit as a fiddle

cat’

burn one’ s boat

Hamlet' s characteristics

meet one’ s Waterloo

bridges

carry

as rich as a Jew

go as well as a clock

fiddle “

a thorn in sb.” s flesh

favorite son

grin like a Cheshire

‘ as dumb mute as a fish”

* swim like a stone”



as cool as a cucumber”

as
plump as a partridge”
dog-eat-dog
3 p.194

a drowned rat

bleed like a pig

spend money like water
as poor as a church mouse
a hen on a hot girdle

work like a beaver 6 pp.1-9

“ ”

a lion in the way

a black sheep

throw a sprat to catch a whale
Every dog has its day follow
like sheep

national difference

similarity

hold one’ s horse
last straw
hard-boiled egg
get a nerve

ants in one s pants

drop the ball
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assimilation

“ ” “ ”

the blue eye

paper tiger ride a tiger " open the back door
borrowed word

the crocodile’ s tears
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The National Aesthetic Orientation of English and Chinese Vehicles

SHENG Yue-dong
Department of Foreign Linguistics and Applied Linguistics Zhejiang University Hangzhou 310027 China

Abstract In linguistics the vehicle is one of the fundamental elements in the trope. A semantic and pragmatic research
into the vehicle reveals that the similarity of human notions and aesthetic orientation derives from the similarity of human
nature characteristics and knowledge. English and Chinese vehicles though belonging to different language systems
share the same or similar semantic categories and diction. Influenced by different social elements of politics economics
cultures customs history and geography people of different nations however have different notions and values which
characterize their linguistic vehicles of a unique national nature. Cross — cultural studies also reveals that similarities and
differences between the two vehicles result from the differences of national aesthetic orientation.

Key words vehicle aesthetic orientation similarity and difference



