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On the Image Critical Method Used in Twenty-four Poetic Styles

LIU Tian-li
(Department of Chinese Language and Literature, Zhejiang University,
Hangzhou 310028, China )

Abstract; Of all the literary critical methods in ancient China, image eriticism is one with the most
distinctive national features. [t shows abstract styles with images. It is usually used when image critics
find it difficult to express their literary thought with abstract concepts. Its traditional form represents
character appraisal in the Wei and Jin Dynasties, aiming at the literary works of cne or some peets or
authors. Breaking through the traditional form, Twenty-four Poetic Styles demonstrates the poetic
styles and the conceiving methods and laws by means of four-characters-in-one-line poetry and mostly
by adopting the form of artistic conception complemented with abstract comments, Its theoretical value
proves very high. In terms of literary critic text, it is lyrical and rich in image, containing the author’
s subjective emotions, realistic feelings, mental state, and ideal of life. What is more, the twenty-four
poems in the book are arranged in accordance with the Taocist law, and most of them contain Taoist
philosophical ideas and quite a few can be regarded as philosophical poems. So, Tuwenty- four Poetic
Styles is of great esthetical value. Its critical methods have exerted a tremendous influence upon literary
and artistic criticism of the dynasties to come, especially the Qing Dynasty.

Key words; Tuwenry four Poetic Styles; image; Taoist philosophy; philosophical poetry




