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Legal Protection of Performer’ s Rights

LI Yong-ming
Department of Law  Zhejiang University  Hangzhou 310028  China

Abstract A performer who has the double status of both a disseminator and an author is an important subject
of the copyright relations. His performance is the object of the neighboring rights and does not have the charac-
teristic of a work. The performing subject includes both the natural person and the legal person. A person who
performs a non-literary work or a non-artistic work has the status of a performer and enjoys the performership.
The contents of the legal relations between the performer and the copyright owner between the audiovisual
work and its producer and those between broadcasting and television organizations will have to determined by
the forms of the performance. The rights of the performer and that of the author coexist and will have to be co-
ordinated once conflicts between them occur. In practice the performer’ s rights are determined by the forms of
the performer’ s performance .

Key words performer’ s rights legal status legal relations ownership of rights



