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Derek Bok on Academic Freedom and Institutional Autonomy

XU Xiao-zhou
( Department of Education., Zhejiang University, Hangzhou 310028, China)

Abstract: Westermn universities have the tradition of keeping a self-govermed space for the maintaining of the
freedom of research and teaching. The university has been called an “Ivory tower” . Bul il seems that there is
a trend "beyond the ivory lower” because more and more contacts were built between university and society
since World War Two, How can university maintain its academic freedom and institutional autenomy while
making an active reflection of the social poblems in this situation? They are not only the focus of attention in
the theorv of higher education, but also a difficult problem in the running of university. This article tries to an-
alyze the opinions of Derck Bok, a famous scholar in higher education and the former president of Harvard Uni-
versity, Academic freedom and instilutional autonomy is the spirit of the university. In the view of Derek Bok,
academic freedom relates closely 1o free press. It is not only a reflection of free press, but also a necessary pre-
condition for the henefits of universities and scholars. E. Ashby, Paul More, T. Husen, John Brubeck, and

other scholars’ ideas are also presented here. As for some new problems in the modem time, Derek Bok point-
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ed out that it was not realistic if we deny them. The age of the ivory tower has left us forever, but the universi-
ty cannot evade its social and moral responsibilities. For the sake of the public, the government may make
some suitable restrictions 1o universities. In that case, the inconsistencies belween the restriction of the govemn-
ment and institulional autonomy will arise. The restriction should not hurt the freedom of academic freedom, or
it will violate the benefits of the public. In the eyes of Derek Bok, contradictions between academic freedom
and social responsibilities are also more and more obviously. On the one hand, the university cannot escape
the reality and has to serve the sociely; on the other hand. it should retain the traditional academic freedom
and institutional antonomy . It has to find a new balance.

Key Words: Bok; university; academic freedom
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