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"Substantial Space” and "Conceptual Space’ as Regards Decrease in Fertility Rate
Yuan Huarong Zhang Xiangjing

(The Institute of Population and Development ,Zhejiang University , Hangzhou 310028 , China)

Abstract: The removal of the Chinese population bottleneck does not lie in keeping a population of
1.5 billion,but lies in carrying out "the strategy of negative increase in population”, that is,
reducing the population to a small size, with a population of 0.3 to 0.4 billion through three
stages . The decrease in the Chinese fertility rate has both its substantial space: scale space,
structure space ,policy space and comparison space, and its conceptual space. The latter can be
removed by improving people’s recognition as follows . Firstly , the problem of development and
environment is caused by the population in a large scale . Sustainable development does not call
for " proper population”, which is supported by land productive forces, but calls for " small
population” , which can keep balance with environment . Secondly , the priority of the population

control to the adjustment of age structure is a stipulation of Levels-Scales Theory . Thirdly, the
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market economy is not everything and the exercising birth control is necessary . The high birth

sex ratio does not certainly connected with narrow "birth space’caused by the policy . Finally , to

keep a low birth level ,we should not stabilize the population in the east while reducing the

population in the west ,but reduce the population in both places .

Key words : population bottleneck ; negative increase in population ; population target ; substantial
space ; conceptual space; stabilize low birth level ; the decrease in the population in

both east and west
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