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Textual Criticism on Wang Pijiang’ s Commentaries on Modern Poetry

ZHU Ze-jie
( Department of International Culture , Zhejiang University, Hangzhou 310027, China)

Abstract: The historical period from the day that the first Opium War broke out in 1840 1o the May
4th Mavement in 1919 is known as the “modern times™ in China. In respect of the study of modern
poetry, Mr. Wang Pijiang, a famous scholar who passed away at the beginning of the Great Cultural
Revolution (1966 — 1976), was an expert who had paid carlier attention to the study and made consid
erable achievements to tt. He wrote long ago several important academic papers, such as Biographies of
Modern Poets, Modern Paetry: Its Schools and Regions, Poets during the Reign of Emperors Guangx-
u and Xunantong, and Other Records of the Poetic Circles since the Reign of Emperors (Guangxu and
Xuantong. In December 2001, Shanghai Classics Publishing House published a collection of Wang ' s
papers entitled Wang Pijiang’s Commentaries on Modern Poetry—one of the SCPH series of selected
works by famous scholars. The publication of the book provides easy access both to readers who need
such a collection for all-in-one reading and to those who need collation.

However, some of Wang’ s papers contain a number of errors. Instead of being corrected, new er
rors have heen added in the newly published book. For illustration, here are some old errors: (1)

Heong Liangii, a critic, once made comprehensive comments on three poets of Guangdong, namely, Qu
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Dajun, Chen Gongyin and Liang Peilan. But Wang mistook Hong for only making comments on Chen
Gongyvin. (2) Poets Fang Erqgian and Fang Erxian were brothers. Wang took the elder brother Ergian
for the younger one. (3) Regarding the dates of birth and death of poet-monk Jing’ an, there are obvi-
ously self-contradictory statements in three of the above-mentioned books—Biographies of Modern Po-
ets, Poets during the Reign of Emperors Guangxu and Xuantong, and Other Records of the Poetic Cir-
cles since the Reign of Emperors Guangxu and Xuantong.

Here are some new errars: {1) Wang's two-sentence comment about poet Wu Guanli is mistaken
for Hu Xianxiao's in the new book. (2) The famous critic Zhang Shizhao’ s remarks quoted by Wang
are taken as those of Wang’s own. {3) Quite a few mistakes in punctuation found in a poem by impe-
rial poet Pu Ru make the poem somewhat incoherent and even difficult to understand.

[n addition, there are lots of misprints in the book. As far as the names of poets are concerned,
Chen Zilong is mistaken for Chen l.iaclong, Shenfu for Zhonglu, Yunduan for Yunrui, Xiaowei for
Xiaoxian, Zhibo for Youbo, Liu Shenyi for Liu Yishen, Dishan for Dishang, Zhucha for Zhutuo,
Cheng Enze tor Cheng Chunze and so [orth. Man-made mistakes like these have really made readers
totally at a loss.

Wang Pijiang’s Commentaries on Modern Poetry has only 300-odd pages. The papers it contains
have been double-checked for several times. What’s more, Shanghai Classics Publishing House ranks
among the high-class publishing houses in China. In this connection, therelore, there shouldn’t have
been so many errors and mistakes in this book. This paper is intended for the identification and correc.
tion of these errors and mistakes, which would be pood for readers as well as for next edition.

Key words: poetry in madern times; Wang Pijiang; textual criticism
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