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Toward Cross-Cultural Studies for the Second Axial Age

CHENG Zhu
The Centre for Cross-Cultural Studies ~ Zhejiang University ~Hangzhou 310028  China

Abstract Our times is called "the Second Axial Age” which means the nature of our times’ problems changes
and requires a new approach to respond. Against this background cross-cultural studies are brought forward.

As a new method cross-cultural studies differ from the previous methods including multi-disciplinal
studies inter-disciplinal studies cross disciplinal studies and all kinds of comparative studies between
cultures which can be seen as preludes to cross-cultural studies for they all aim at breaking the current
predicament resulted from excess specialization.

Cross-cultural studies have two characteristics a wholistic perspective and a principle of dialogue.
Adhering to a wholistic perspective cross-cultural studies require transcending all kinds of nationalism racism
and communalism and looking at human problems on behalf of the whole humanity. Even more a conception
of world citizen and even cosmic citizen is called for. On the other hand cross-cultural studies embody a spirit
of dialogue and appeal to dialogue on basis of methodology. Since separation is impossible and a general
comparison or exchange is insufficient dialogue is more and more becoming a method which possesses both
ontological and existentialist meanings.

Now three approaches of cross-cultural studies are emerging. The first one is based on the concern of
human existential problems especially ecological problem . it is advocated mainly by Paul Knitter among
others. They seek to transform the pressing existential issues from a threatening crisis to an opportunity for
cross-cultural studies and intercultural cooperation. They make cross-cultural studies a living practice.

The second approach to cross-cultural studies relies on the practice of mutual dialogue and transformation

among different traditions which is advocated by Ewart Cousins Leonard Swidler and especially Raimon
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Panikkar. These scholars have an intensive concern for inter-culturality that is they seek after a healthy
relationship among cultures. Raimon Panikkar brings forward an intercultural philosophy.

The last approach to cross-cultural studies centers on contemporary life and advocates a whole creation
using freely all kinds of cultures. Many postmodernists are the advocates of this approach with Don Cupitt as
the most prominent one. Emphasizing the newness of the second axial age over the former age Don Cupitt
insists that we should have a complete transformation and a new creation. In this sense cross-cultural studies
mean world religion pure religious thinking philosophy’ s own religion and others.

Key words the second axial age cross-cultural studies dialogue
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