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Chinese Etymadogy for "Jiand’

ZHANG Hongrming
( East Asia Department , Wisconsin University d Wisconsin-Madison , Wisconsin WT53706 ,U. S. A)

Abstract : This paper is a gudy of the origin of the Chinese character for river jiang (). The geographica
digribution of the names of rivers in China reflects certain patterns. River is caled he( ) in the northern
areas, and jiang ( ) inthe southern partsof China. How do we explain this phenomenon ?Both NormanMei
(1976) and Hashinoto (1978) cam that both jiang ( ) and he () are loanwords, which are borrowed
from Audroasatic Language and Mongolian respectively. Based on linguidic data, ethrologica evidence,
geographical digribution and higorica documents, | will argue againg these leading hypotheses as well as
ome other Peculations on the origns of these words, including those which atenpt to show that they
originated from Thai or Tibetan. In addition, | will prove that jiang ( ) isinfact Chinese indigenous word.
In my andyds, | will d propose and dalorate on the opposdite view that the regpective formof jiang () in
the other languages is nog likdy loannords from Chinese.

One o the other topics of this paper is to discuss the principles used to diginguish Chinese etyma from
loanwords. This topic has remained a puzzing quedion in linguigtics. | will attenpt to answer the quedion by
propod ng the following principle for the differentiation : the naming processes of the etyma in a language share
certain comnon ground and take place under an integra cognate sygem; the word loaning processes do ot
possess these properties. | will denongrate in this pgper that the evolution of jiang () in Chinese corforms
to this principle and thus tedifies to its vaidity.

Key words: Chinese Language; jiang( ) ; etyrmology
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