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Foreign Education as Viewed by the Chinese in the Late Qing Dynasty
—©Observations and Thoughts on the Western Education Held by the
Diplomats who Went Abroad for the Frg Time

ZHOU Qurping
( Department d Education , Zhgiang University , Hangzhou 310028, China)

Abgract : This pgper makes a detailed exploration and examration of the observations and thoughts about the
Wegern education which the diplomets in the late Qing Dynesly wrote down on their firg trip abroad.

Chroraiogcally , the paper begins from the late 1860s when the Qing government digpatched diplométs to
Europe and Anvrica. for invedigation and gecid misson. Thefird such trip can be traced back to 1866, in
which 9r Robert Hart (1835 —1911) , the Ingpector Generd of the Chinese Inperial Maritime Customs from
1863 to 1908 , led a delegation on an invegigation tour with Bin Chun and his son. At the end of the Qing
Dynagy , a large number of diplomets went abroad in successon, the npg representative anong whom being
Qo Sngteo , thefirg envoy to the UK and Xue Furcheng, a great political reformer dter the Westernization
Movement. Being participants in and supporters of the nodernization movement in the late Qing Dynagy ,
however , they were really shocked and inpressed and irfluenced by Wegern values, thoughts and culture
deite their discrepanciesin termsof politica inclination , experience and background , and world outlook and
perona purpose. Not only did they observe Wegern meateria civilization and srong wegpons, and political
sydemsand ocid etiquette behind them, but understood the new Wesgtern education being the principle of
grong and progerous Wegern countries. Moreover , they kept a record of the wegdern education in different
areas and agects, while expresdng their own views and opinions, which offered valuable ideologica resources
and practical nodelsfor Chinese nodern education that must catch up with that of Western countries.

The review and assessament of this particular part of higory provide usful references and gui dance for the
educationd rdform in China.
Key Words: China at the late Qing Dynagy ; diplomats; Wedern education

2004 10

E.Burman N. Farclough R.Maer R.Nar N. Parede-Canileo |. Parker 7

Journal d multicultural Discourses




