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[ ]
Habiting in the Meaning

XUAN Jian-hua, WAN G Xiao-bo
( Deptartment of Architecture, Zhejiang University, Hangzhou 310027, China)

Abstract : The world we are living in was once cheaotic but has been divided into the meaningful and
the meaningless world as result of human resdence. The meaningful world has grown out of the dark
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confusgon thanks to mankind' s habitation. It is the civilized fire lighted by the mankind’ s wisdom,
just like aflowing and expanding flame in a world of darkness.

There was nothing and there is omething. Thisisthe processof meaning. Inevitably , every new
meaning would lead to some new relationship between mankind and the world. Structure, soope and
levels are presented differently and < are people’ s need, basc nature, and surviva. Meaning is the
esence of exigence, the core of which is human habitation.

Humanslive in the meaningfu world condructed by themsdves. On the whole, it is divided into two
parts: the materid and the giritud world. The former provides the living gace and dl the materid needs.
While the latter serves to satify human iritud needs with literature, art , rdigion, philooophy etc. and hdp
to interpret and explore the needs of life in the attenypt to achieve peace of mind. .

There are two premises for people’ s poetic resdence: the fird is the gahility of the meaning. People
dways try to condruct a rdativdy sable, familiar , and controllable world of meaning to redde, © that they
can reg in the world of pesce, stigaction, friendship and love. The second is the devdopment and change of
the meaning. People are dways disstidied with what they possess and try to expand the meaning and the
vaue of life. As necesdtated by Man' s survivd , the two are unified as wdl as contradictory to form the badc
rhythm of the deveoping of the individud life and the whole dety.

The process of reddence isthat of the presenting and constructing of the meaning. The presence
of meaning isthe podtive outcome of the resdence. We strive to make degp anayssand study into the
relationship between them 9 as to facilitate our better understanding of the surviva of mankind, the
esence of the resdence and our comprehenson of the form, the structure, as well as the meaning of
our material and iritual worlds.

Architects are the creators of the resdentia environment. It is the premise for architects to
interpret the meaning of human habitat and to comprehend fundamentaly the resdentia needs of
people before desgning the reddential environment. In essence, the process of desgning and
ocongructing isin natura conformity with the creating and building of meaning as well the redization
of human resdence. Apart from deading with various concrete agpects of desgning, architects should
alwaysfocuson the cardinal concept of "resgding in the meaning’ and avoid the possble wrong road of
deviation and superficiaity.

Key words: meaning; resdence; architecture
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