35 5 Vol.35 No.5

2005 9 Journal of Zhejiang University Humanities and Social Sciences Sep. 2005
210093
J809 A 1008 — 942X 2005 05 — 0119 — 09
n 1 p.32
2005 — 01 — 12 : hitp //www. journals. zju. edu. cn/soc

1951 —



120

35

13 ” 13 ”
13 ” 13 ”
“
n 2 p.dl
n 2 p.49
13
n 2 p.19%
1 ”
13
» 3 p.l6
13 ” “ ”
" ”
13
p.215
13 ” 13

n 1 p.165



121

n 6 p.64

n 4 p.5
“ ” " ”
b
n 5 p.132
“ ”
” “ ” L ”
“
”
“
n 7 pp.24-25
b ”
“
n 8 p.173
n 9 p.273

» 10 p.579



122

35

1
”
i«
“
“ ”
¢ 1
“
” “

» 11 p.105
b
”
“ ”
» 8 p.173 “
12 p.8
”
” 13
” “
b
3
" ” “
]
) ”
”
”
« ”
«
” « ”

n 13 p.7l w



5 123

» 13 P-74 “ ”
“ n 14 p.141
“
”
i ” i
n 14 pp.479 - 480
“
» 14 p.339
i ”
0
”
“
n 13 p.129 “ ”
“ ” “
” i ”
i
n 15 p.l
i
» 16 p.360 “ » 16 p.398
“ ”
“
”
“
” i



124

35

w17 p.80

n 17 p.139

n 17 p.164

b
» 18 p.6



125

» 13 p.533

21

p.156

“
p.424
n 21 p.131
»n 21 p.127
n 21 p.131 «
b

n 19 p.47

» 21 p.119

w21 p.129

» 21 p.130

» 21 p.15k



126

35

O 0 N O W A W N -

[ S I & I e e e e e
—_— O 0 0 N R W NN = O

M. 1979.
M . 1988.

M . 1985.
M . 1956.
M. 1988.

A . Z . 1964.
A . . Z . 1964.
A . Z . 1958.

M. 1998.
M . 1958.
M. 1963.
M. 1985.
M . 1980.

M. . C . 1992.

C . 1992.
M . 1994.

» 13 p.595

1954.

1959.

1957.

1959.

1992.

m



5 127

On the Marriage Description in Ancient Chinese Drama

YU Wei-min
Department of Chinese Language and Literature ~ Nanjing University Narjing 210093 China

Abstract Marriage is a popular theme in ancient Chinese drama. Due to the differences in the playwrights’
status and intentions the marriage described in the drama has various types including the money-and-
position-oriented type the love-or sex-oriented type the ethical type and the political type.

The money-and-position-oriented type of marriage mainly available in the Southern drama during the
Southern Song and Yuan dynasties is meant for a high social position. In this drama the hero is a poor
scholar while the heroine is from a rich family with a low or almost no political position. They get married
before the man with the aid from the girl’ s family passes the imperial civil examinations and becomes an
official . This type of marriage actually a deal between talent and money enjoy popularity among the low-class
people whose wishes to change their political and financial positions are satisfied.

The love-or sex-oriented marriage can be found in the Yuan and mid-Ming drama. The suspension of the
imperial civil examinations at the beginning of the Yuan dynasty blocks the way for scholars to become officials
through the examinations no matter how much money they may be offered. Therefore the hero in the drama
seeks marriage based more on love or sex than on wealth. It is true of the heroine who thinks that love or sex
instead of talent is of practical value. For this reason the marriage in the Yuan drama is characterized by love
or sex. After the mid-Ming dynasty in which appeared the rudiments of capitalist production relations and the
progressive doctrine of philosopher Wang Gen drama began to embody the spirit of the times by featuring the
liberation of individual personality freedom to seek love and desire to break with the feudal ethics.

The ethical marriage mostly available in the drama written by literary men advocates the feudal ethics.
The description of the true love between men and women would serve rather than go beyond the traditional
moral principles. This sort of drama combining love and moral is prepared to attract to inform and to
advise.

The political marriage appears in the drama with the political theme. The love between a man and a
woman is based on their same political leanings. Their union is not necessarily the one of a talented young man
and a beautiful young woman but the one with politically mutual admiration. Furthermore politics as they
both agree is more important than marriage itself. Marriage can be sacrificed for politics. It is through the
political marriage in these plays that political contents are expressed.

Key Words marriage description money-and-position-oriented marriage love-or sex-oriented marriage

ethical marriage political marriages



