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Taiwan-Related Official Documents of the Qing Dynasty

WANG Guan-Xi
Department of Law  Zhejiang University Hangzhou 310028  China

Abstract Official files from the Qing Dynasty covered a wide variety of topics including its politics military
forces and legal system among other things. The processes of policy-making and decision-making for material
matters in various fields in the Qing Dynasty were carefully recorded in such files. Official documents of the
imperial age had many different names. Not only did the terms used to describe such official documents vary
but these documents were also subject to different formats.

The ” Imperial Files” currently preserved in the Palace Museum of Taipei encompass various
zouzhe  private and/or official court official’ s memorial to the throne reviewed by Qing emperors or by
Ministers of State authorized by the emperors annexes of zouzhe are also included. After a zouzhe was
reviewed by the emperor it would be returned to and properly archived in the imperial palace the Forbidden
City along with other official files. The collection of those files is called the Imperial Files.

The Imperial Files kept in Taipei’ s Palace Museum do not include any jedz / zhezi a variety of zouzhe
from the time periods of Emperors Kangxi and Yongzheng. As a matter of fact however quite a few jedz from
those time periods did refer to Taiwan affairs. There were more than five hundred jedz pertaining to Taiwan
affairs reviewed by Emperor Qianlong during his reign which followed those of Emperors Kangxi and
Yongzheng. Thereafter there were more and more jedz that discussed issues regarding Taiwan. Judging from
the zouzhe being produced it is not difficult to understand why the reigns of the above three emperors were the
most prosperous time in the Qing Dynasty. Governmental officials were working extremely hard. Moreover the
three emperors were very capable of recruiting people and implementing their policies because they were well
aware of local conditions and could make quick but careful decisions.

It is worth mentioning that the clashes between Taiwan’ s two opposing ethnic groups were caused by
long-existing hostility and hatred rather than matters as simple as unequal divisions of rights to land and
water. Emperor Qianlong was particularly concerned with the frequent disturbance in Taiwan and had waived
and reduced taxes for Taiwanese people during his reign. Official documents of the Qing Dynasty are very
valuable references for studies of historical systems and institutions. Most importantly through studies of
Taiwan-related materials of the Qing Dynasty it is easy to recognize the close relationship between Taiwan and
the Mainland which dates back to at least 300 years ago and the close attention that the Qing authority paid
to Taiwan.

Key Words the official documents of the Qing Dynasty Taiwan history jedz / zhezi a variety of zouzhe
zouzhe  private and/or official court official’ s memorial to the throne  zouben  private a

variety of zouzhe  tiben official memorial to the throne



