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On the Essentialsand Ethical Dimension of“ No-traditional Security”

YU Xiao-feng' , L IN Guo-zhi?
(1. Government Department, Zhejiang University , Hangzhou 310027, China;
2. Department of Marxism Theory and Education in | deology and Palitics,
Zhejiang University , Hangzhou 310028, China)

Abstract : This paper examines and contrasts the concepts of traditional and non-traditional
security as overlapping conceptions of security that are respectively decided by the different value
systems and ethical dimensons upon which they are based, and shows how China' s security
strategy embraces both concepts.

Essentialy , traditional security is an ethical dimenson of the nationa culture. It is a mode
used to deal with national security challenges by military forces, and it forms a circular path of "
war-peace-no sustainable security-new war”. Traditional security is embodied in national
egocentrism, essentially based on whether it helps or is detrimental to the national interests,
sovereignty and territorial safety, with good and evil as the fundamental criterion of moral
judgment. Thistraditional security view , which emphasizes the relative interests of the country,
gains more benefits and power in theinternational community for its strength, takesthe interests
of the country asits value orientation , and maintains the safety of sovereignty and territory asthe
final goal , will inevitably affect the confidence level and the security sense of all countries. In
turn, it will cause each sovereign state to do everythingit can to protect itsown gecial interests,
and eventually push international relations into a " security dilemmd or a " criss state of
confrontation”.

Nornrtraditional security , by contrast, is mainly centered on global as opposed to national
ethical dimensions. It focuses on nonmmilitary threats to the survival of freedom. It pays more
attention to the issues of "peace and development” of human society at large. Itsvalue stemsfrom
the goal of building a”harmonious world'. In fact, the ethical view of no-traditional security is
the embodiment of world centered ethicsin the modern society. It isrooted in the human nature
and the virtues of benevolence to pray for the peace and security of mankind, the recognition of
universal human values, and unity and indivisbility of human interdependence. In seeking to free
people from the shackles of the state, it is not state-centered but human centered and views the
world as a harmonious whole, thereby highlighting the total "class ethics' mankind.

As a big regponsble developing country, China takes " Caring for the Security of the
Country , Superior Co-existencé' as the core value of its security strategy in adapting to the
changing security and ethical dimensonsof modern Chinese and world society. With the security
challenges to China’ s territory and territorial waters, and the risng nonrtraditional security
issues, ultimately their solution depends on the combined and overlapping coordination of the
traditional security solutions as a precondition, with "Caring for the Security of the Country” as
the foundation for maintaining non-traditional security and" Superior Co-existence' as the premise
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of maintaining nonrtraditional security. Non-traditional security concerns the interests of all
mankind, based on social security safety values. These values will be conducive to further
strengthening China’ s cooperation with other countries, helping China establish interactive
relationships between its security systems, and finally creating afavorable external environment ,
thus achieving "Caring for the Security of the Country”.

"Mutual trust, mutual benefit , equality and cooperation’ isthe only way to saf eguard China’
s national security. The complex nature of global and regional security issues objectively demands
the strengthening of regional cooperation to ensure security. " Caring for the Security of the
Country, Superior Co-existencd' sets the value of China’ s overall security strategy. It has
retained a much-needed national ethical point of view, and highlighted the importance of the
ethical dimensionin the global point of view in the development of the human society , which is
beneficial not only for safeguarding China’ s traditional security and non-traditional security,
establishing a good image of a respond ble major power , but is a s conducive to the "harmonious
world’. It will eventually achieve the common security and prosperity of all humankind.
Key words: nonrtraditional security; traditional security; ethical dimension
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