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The Grammatical ization and Subjectivization of The Antonymous Compound Haodai
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Abstract : Haodai ( in Chinese or good-bad) isa new term emerging in the history of modern
Chinese. It wasformed of the two collocated antonymous adjectives hao ( or good) and dai (
or bad). On the bass of the examples found in the documents, this paper is an attempt to
delineate the development process of the meaning of haodai, systematically study the
grammaticalization and subjectivization of haodai from the cognitive perspective, and reved its
inner motivation and cognitive law.

According to its different functions, haodai can be divided into noun and adverb. The noun
haodai has two origins. One is that it becomes a unilateral compound due to the loss of the
meaning of one component ; two isthat by means of metonymy it indicates the result of thingsor
situations. The degree of the grammaticalization of the latter is higher than that of the former.
The adverb haodai can be classified into temporal adverb and modal adverb. From the perspective
of cognitive linguistics, metaphor of the structural unit isthe basc mechani sm of the development
of the former , and metonymy is the inner motivation of that of the latter. According to the degree
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of its mood, the meaning of moda adverb haoda can be divided into three grades: concededly < in any
caxe < dl to nothing.

The subjectivity of modal adverb haodai is strong. Tracing its historical development , the
author discovers that its subjectivity has gradually intensfied. That is chiefly manifested in two
aspects. (1) Its linguistic environment has changed. Originally, it occurs primarily in the
sentences in which things have already happened. Subsequently, it can occur in the sentencesin
which things have not materialized yet. Here it indicates the speakers' desire, emotion or
evaluation. (2) Its syntactic position becomes flexible. Originally, it occurs mainly after the
subject of a sentence, giving emphass to the comments of an utterance. Subsequently, it can
occur both after and before the subject of a sentence, modifying the proposition of the whole
sentence. That is a process of subjectivization.
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