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"Typical Cases’ asan Informal Legal Source in the Administrative Law
ZHAN G Jianrsheng
(Department of Law, Zhejiang University, Hangzhou 310028, China)
Abdgract : In China, " typical classes’ refers to cases already happened and with gpecial
significance. " Typical Cases' issued by the Supreme Court can be divided into” Typical Casesof the
Local Courts' and"” Typical Casesof the Supreme Court”. Theformer isthe judgment by the local
courts, which are discussed by the sentence committee of the Supreme Court and published in
The Supreme Court Gazette of the People’ s Republic of China. The latter is the judgment of the
Supreme Court published in The Supreme Court Gazette of the People’ s Republic of China with a
typical sgnificance and guideline function. Infact, to assure that smilar cases can be Smilarly
dealt with," Typical Cases' can be a reference and guideline for the local courts. To adopt the
implementation of the " Typical Cases', it should properly expand the authorization scope of
"typical cases', let the Superior Court undertook the function of authorizing "typical cases’, and
the Supreme Court only retains the register and review power. Administrative cases due to the
application of local decrees, autonomous decrees and local government regulations should be
reviewed by the Superior Courts. It should abrogate case instruction system, substituted with
"typical cases' guidance system. It should incorporate the formula methodology of “typical cases',
let the sentence committee of People Courtsto authorize"typical cases', and publish it with serial
numbers. It should al o be applied to the "typical cases’ published by the Superior Courts. From
a comparative law viewpoint , case law cannot be the equivalence of "typical cases’. China lacks
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the related survival environment for case law , but case law should be the direction of the future
development of "typical cases'.
Key words: typical cases; legal source; case law
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