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Pure Land in Buddhism, Kingdom of God in Christianity and
the Non-realist Philosophy of Religion
WAN G Zhi-cheng
(Department of Philosophy, Zhejiang University, Hangzhou 310028, China)
Abstract : The PureL and in Buddhism is an independent objective time space being (reality) . But
in the Buddhist literature like The Sutra of Hui Neng or The Sixth Patriarchs Dharma Jewel
Platf orm Sutra, it isclear that theidea of Pure Land appearsin the non-realist sense. Thisidea
isin accordance with the contemporary Western non-realist thought of Christian theology.

Basically, the faith of Christianity is realist. However,only a few of the Kingdom
descriptions can be found in the Bible, and the interpretations of the Kingdom described in the
lection are ambiguous. Anyhow ,the existence of the Kingdom isa reality ,and it is not a physical
one out there but a kind of inner psychological feeling or experience.

The Kingdomisinour heart ,but it is not independent of our preparation and creation. Jesus
told us that we should be as a child in order to enter the Kingdom. Here"as a child' implies that
we need to surpass the dualistic way of thinking. Adequate lections have shown that a norn-realist
idea of Kingdom is possble ,although the word of Jesus may be interpreted differently.

In the West ,due to the development of the contemporary linguistic philosophy , there has
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appeared a new trend of theological thought : the non-realist thought of Christian theology. One
of its representatives is Don Cupitt in Cambridge Universty. In his book The Sea of Faith,
Cupitt traced the history of Western nonrrealist thoughts, and concluded that " God is the sum of
our values, representing to ustheir ideal unity, their claims upon us and their creative power."

According to this image,the goal of religions should never point to the reality out of
languages. The description of PureLandin The Sutra of Hui Neng is very much in accordance
with the non-realist ideas of Cupitt. The Pure Land smply embodies our physica and mental
state ,but its traditional understanding is based on the Buddhist language concerning the Pure
Land and its religious practice.

In the idea of norrrealism it is the language of a religious object that leads to the experience
of thisobject , but not the converse. Therefore, the Pure Land is a world created by the lection
language of the Pure Land, and the experience of the Kingdom is a created image based on our
language concerning it.

Don Cupitt’ s non-realist thought not only makes a philosophical proof of Master Hui Neng' s
idea of Pure Land,but also works as a theoretical bass for an brand-new non-realist idea of
Kingdom. To some extent, Master Hui Neng’ s Sutra and Cupitt’ s nonrealist ideas are
commensurable. The religious dialogue based on nornrrealism has created a new way for the
dialogue between Buddhism and Christianity.

The new ideas of Pure Land and Kingdom established by theory have enlightened us about a
new style of Buddhism-Christian dialogue. First of all ,we needn’ t be limited by the two specific
forms of the ideal world, but should realize that they are the reflections of our different faithsin
the ideal world. Secondly, a non-realist idea of Pure Land and Kingdom may liberate their
believers from ideology and the realist way of being punctiliousin their own religious experience,
which stops them from their enlightenment or salvation. Finally ,the new ideas of Pure Land and
Kingdom can also transform us from the outer appearance to the inner heart and to the love
between us, thus making the dialogue possble by transcending the limitations of religious
doctrine and faith.
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