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On the Value of Books Presented to Siku Quanshu by Tianyi Pavilion
Cui Fuzhang

(Research Institute of Chinese Ancient Books, Zhejiang University, Hangzhou 310028, Ching)
Abstract : In answer to the imperial decree of nationwide book collecting for the compilation of
Siku Quanshu or Complete Library of Four Treasuries (classics, history, philosophy and
literature) during the reign of Emperor Qianlong of the Qing dynasty , Tianyi Pavilion (afamous
private library built by Fan Qinin the Ming dynasty) presented 640 kinds of books, of which 96
or nearly one sxths of the total were fully transcribed into Siku Quanshu. Many of these
transcribed books were de luxe or rare editions. In addition, 473 kinds or nearly five sevenths
were recorded in the General Catalogue of Siku Quanshu (the best bibliography in ancient
China) , which records a great contribution to the said compilation.

Take Separate Collection of Hanwei Gong for example. Originally, only one volume of
scattered writings was collected by Siku Quanshu compilersfrom Great Encyclopedia of Yongle
of the Ming Dynasty and a smple synopss was written for the General Catalogue of Siku
Quanshu. The volume was replaced by the Separate Collection in three volumes presented by
Tianyi Pavilion, which is the complete original edition by a Song scholar. A synopss rewritten
wasfull and accurate, degpite some corrections to be made concerning the compilers concluson
in the synopss.

Fan Qin, an intellectual with rich social experience and different values, mainly collected
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books about national economy and people’ s livelihood written in the Ming dynasty , which are of
great realistic and historical value. Those presented by Tianyi Pavilion included 413 kinds by
Ming scholars, over 250 of which failed to be recorded in History of the Ming Dynasty:
Classics, History, Philosophy and Literature.

The years 1772 —1795 witnessed the brilliant historical period for the collection and research
of cultural classcsin ancient China, to which Fan’ s Tianyi Pavilion had made great contribution.
Thislibrary , demonstrating its gpecial value to the world, is known as the carrier of China’ s
traditional culture and the symbol of China s book-collecting culture.

Key words: Tianyi Pavilion; presented books; Siku Quanshu ( Complete Library of Four
Treasuries) ; the value of literature (on different subjects)
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