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The Change of Novel Writing in East Asian Countries and Their Local Characteristics
Yan Ming
(Comparative Literature and World Literature Research Center , Shanghai Normal University ,

Shanghai 200234, China)

Abstract: In the Ming and Qing Dynasties, many Chinese novels were introduced into Korea,
Japan, and Vietnam, and this resulted in the prosperity of novel writing in Chinese in these East
Asian countries. The introduction of Chinese novels was closely related to the great demand of
people in these countries for learning the Chinese language. As these East Asian countries were
trying to imitate the China’s system and China was then the object of their cultural worship, it
was possible for Chinese novels to be widely read in these countries, which in turn facilitated the
development of novel writing in Chinese in East Asia. It is in this process that novel writing in
Korea, Japan and Vietnam gradually formed their local and cultural characteristics.
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