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1974) . PINEREEL A € B R iz b AR 18] {4 8 2F 55 38 N XA ) ( The Evolution of Chinese Tz'u Poetry
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From Late Tang to Northern Sung »1980) 3 i K i 9 PR i e B (E 2 RRIEH . F ) & it
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Collection : The Cultural Contexts and Poetic Practice of the Huajian Ji)$8H (LB YN HE
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(The Road to East Slope; The Development of Su Shi’s Poetic Voice ,1990) t 2 B B AF 57 il 5,
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Chamber »1976) 33 FB /N3 (14 45 44 U9 99 g “ ACEE B AN, 3X iz F V8 J7 S0 308 ) B v [ S22 ) E
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T SOV AZ PR 10 ) R IR ) 9 28548 5 28 SCHEAT 1 TR 20 gk 15, JF 4 470t I 38 /D 3 iy 3 [] 52
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H(Fdm R ki\., —RkZEEE—18 2P E/NG PSS 2 CR) (Misers, Shrews, and
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History of Chinese Literature,2010) , I & B8 J5 s ARAR, “ R BT B AR 5 SC Ak 5 7 36 78K o0 20
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%2 3 B SR EOSCEIT Y B 137
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1999, T J5 D 4EFE FAE il A (Beata Grant, 25 % 5y i 48 B 10 K 24 & 4 0 (PR 4 . b 4840 [ A Y
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] S SO0 L AR A S RIS RS T 1 A P s b i A — TS TR WU R 2R BN 2 A
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A Brief Review of the Study of Classical Chinese Literature in the USA
Liang Xia
(Department of East Asian Languages and Cultures ,
Washington University in St Louis, St Louis, MO 63130, USA)

Abstract: Since the end of World War II, the study of classical Chinese literature in the United
States has developed rapidly. The normalization of diplomatic relations between China and the
United States and China’s Reform and Opening-up policy propelled this field towards
unprecedented prosperity. Since the mid-1980s, many mainland scholars have studied in the
United States, which has greatly changed the background composition of scholars and students in
this field. Since the 1990s, American academic institutions have gradually established online
accesses to Chinese textual resources, which has made it possible for Chinese and American
scholars to exchange their academic achievements in a more timely fashion. After a brief survey of
the general state of the study of classical Chinese literature in the United States, this paper
discusses the following basic characteristics of the field: First, American scholarship on Chinese
literature puts emphasis on the translation of Chinese literary texts and considers it an integral
part of literary research. Second, most Chinese literature scholars in the US have received
training in English and American literature, comparative literature and Western critical theories,
which enables them to study Chinese literature with interdisciplinary approaches and in dialogue
with scholars on Western literatures. Third, scholars in the US tend to concentrate on studies of
individual Chinese writers, works and genres. Most of their research is not conducted in the form
of literary history. Fourth, the study of Chinese women'’s literature has become a popular trend
and a fruitful subfield in the past two or three decades. Fifth, the study of Chinese literature in
the US focuses on the interconnection between literature and religion, social history and cultural
history, situating literature scholarship in a broad context of social environments. With the
increasing exchange of information and personnel between China and the United States, Chinese
literary studies in both countries are becoming more and more integrated. The differences are
increasingly in individual approaches only. Finally, this paper envisions possible future
developments of Chinese literary studies in the US. First, more American scholars will publish in
Chinese so as to reach a larger audience and communicate with their Chinese counterparts more
directly; for the same purpose, a larger number of studies originally published in English will be
translated into Chinese. Second, the research field of classical Chinese literature will be further
expanded. Third, the number of American students who are interested in modern Chinese

literature, films and popular culture is likely to increase dramatically, while the number of those
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interested in classical Chinese literature might decrease. Fourth, Chinese officials and individuals
will be more proactive in seeking to introduce Chinese literature and other cultural products to the
US and the Western world at large. Fifth, the Unite States will be increasingly concerned with
China’s social developments. Finally, the augmented accessibility to Chinese information
resources will not only facilitate American scholars’ work but also, quite ironically, make sifting
and screening of the materials a more difficult process.

Key words: USA; study of classical Chinese literature; characteristics; future development
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