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On the Evolution of the Regional Economic Integration of the Yangtze River Delta
Wang Houji'  Wang Weiquan® Hu Wei'
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Shanghai 200240, China; 2 .School of Politics and Public M anagement ,
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Abstract ;: There are two reasons why the regional economic integration of the Yangtze River Delta
has been so fast. One is the location advantage, and the other is the favorable institutional
environment . The economic integration of this region derived its vitality from distinctive modes of
local development as well as the impetus from both market and government, and its primary
process is the optimization of resource allocation . In spite of the interregional division of labor and
close cooperation in the Delta, its economic integration is still impeded by some bottleneck . The
paper points out that the future of Yangtze River Delta depends on institutional innovation in
regional interaction , distribution of benefits and policy integration .
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