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The Rule of the Law and the Limited Government

CHEN Guo-quan
Department of Public Administration Zhejiang University Hangzhou 310027  China

Abstract A limited government is a government whose power is limited by the society and the citizens it represents. Only
a constitutional government or a government that rules by law can be a limited government. The principle of the rule of
the law lies in its function of mediating between government and society i.e. restraining the government to avoid dictato-
rial powers and corruption on the one hand and maintaining democracy freedom and constitutional rights of the society
on the other. The rule of the law is essentially a struggle of powers. A limited government is out of question when a soci-
ety is inadequate in democracy and consequently disabled in its restrictions over governmental dictatorial powers. The rule
of the law is the foundation of a limited government which exists only in the balance of the powers of the government on
the one side and that of the society on the other. The establishment of the rule of the law is realized through effective po-
litical monitoring systems which enact restrictions over governmental powers.
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