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On Application of the Principle of
Provenance to Office Automation System

HE Jia-sun
Institute for Information Resources Management — College of Humanities

Zhejiang University  Hangzhou 310028  China

Abstract To describe provenance information about electronic records into metadata can fundamentally guar-
antee the evidential value of electronic records. However to ensure this in the OA system in accordance with
the Principles of Provenance of archives science it is essential to renew the traditional concept of provenance

which is based on records creators and to take its place by a broader view of provenance. Such a broader
view similar to the view of  conceptual provenance” held by Western scholars unfolds more clarity in defini-
tion and suitability for managing electronic records. From the perspective of broader provenance records in the
OA system can be organized not only as subject fonds which are focused on a records creating agency organi-
zation or individual but also as object fonds which are focused on a project of social activities that is cross-
institution . The key to organize object fonds is filing module which shall be the object that has integrity in a
special field or within particular range level and class and with particular independent function and appropri-
ate scale. To provide complete information about provenance describing information about series and files are
also necessary. At series level records can be automatically indexed and given a series number according to
their functional provenance. In addition virtual file is useful for describing provenance information at the low-
est micro-level .“ Electronic fonds” “ electronic series” and’ electronic files” which have been built up and
have virtually existed in the OA system can be regarded as the transformed forms of traditional fonds and files.
Key words Electronic records management OA system metadata description context information principle

of provenance identifying fonds organizing file folder



