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On the Importance of Documentation to the
Study of the Civil Service System

GONG Yan-ming
Institute of Studies of Ancient Books Zhejiang University Hangzhou 310028  China

Abstract Ancient books are the basis on which the research of history is done. Correct reading comprehen-
sion and utilization of these books rely chiefly on a correct understanding of institution systems recorded in
them. . The civil service system which is available in manifold records concerning political economic cul-
tural and social life represents an important aspect of the institution systems. Unfortunately however a lot of
mistakes found in examining the revision of ancient books published over the last 20 — 30 years are attributed to
misunderstanding of the said systems to the best of my knowledge. The study of the civil service system is of
importance to documentation in enhancing the ability to read ancient books improving the revision of ancient
books conducting research and criticism of historical facts and writing biographies of historical figures.
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